	
	How to Obtain Informed Consent for Exempt Research
A signed consent is generally not required for exempt research. Investigators are required to provide adequate information about the research to potential subjects. The investigator can deliver this information verbally or both verbally and in writing. This will depend on administration procedures. Please remember that you are requesting that the individual consider participation in your study. Provide the information needed to make that decision in a language easily understood by the target audience. 
When applying for IRB review, submit the text to be used to obtain informed consent. Include the following information:

Identify who is conducting the study including institutional affiliation and academic status.

Describe why the study is being conducted.

State who is being recruited and why they have been chosen.

Explain what each participant will be asked to do and estimate how long it will take to complete the task.

Emphasize that participation is voluntary.

Clarify whether participant's information will be anonymous (no identifiers) or confidential. If confidential, indicate whether any information linked to the individual's identity will be used.

Describe incentives/compensation offered or costs that may be incurred.

Provide a department number and point of contact for telephone inquiries. Include the IRB telephone number for questions related to their rights as a participant in research.

Letter Example: Dear XXX,

This study is being conducted by xxx, a student in the xxx department at SDSU. The aim of this study is to identify whether differences exist in perceptions that people in San Diego have about ocean use and restricted access to the coastal waters. 
You are being asked to complete a survey because you are an Adult in San Diego. The results will be reported in a XXX.
The following survey includes questions that ask you to describe how you use the ocean (snorkel, kayak, surf, fish, etc.) and where and how often you go. You will also be asked to describe your opinions about how accessible the ocean should be for recreation and your thoughts on the need for conservation. The survey also includes questions about your age, sex, occupation, resident community and income. It will take about 20 minutes of your time to complete the survey.

Your participation in this study is voluntary. If you decide to participate, your responses will be anonymous - that is, recorded without any identifying information that is linked to you. If you have any questions regarding this survey, please contact XXX at XXX. You may also contact the Institutional Review Board at SDSU (619-594-6622) to report problems or concerns related to this study.



	


